[Determination of procollagen III levels in serum and broncho-alveolar lavage fluid in patients with interstitial lung disease and its clinical significance].
Serum and broncho-alveolar lavage fluid (BALF) levels of procollagen III (PCIII) were determined in 26 patients with interstitial lung disease (ILD) and healthy subjects as controls. The results showed: (1) Levels of PCIII in serum and BALF were significantly higher in the patient group than those in the control group; (2) A highly positive correlation was found between PCIII levels and alveolar macrophage counts in BALF in the patient group. (3) PCIII level in BALF (albumin as a denominator) is higher than that in own serum both in control and patient group, the higher level of PCIII in BALF might be the result of local production. We are of the opinion that changes of PCIII level in serum and BALF might be helpful in the evaluation of the turnover of collagen in the lung.